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„CT4EU Initiative – Intermodal transport is already the solution – what else is needed?“ 

1. Summary of 2021: a historic year with historic highs

2. The long-term: EU legislative initiatives (“Greening Freight Package”) and the CT4EU campaign

3. In the short-run: crisis management to cope with the “New Reality”



Combined Transport growth: historic performance in 2021, slowing growth in H1.2021 3

During 2021 the performance of UIRR members grew 
by 8% in terms of number of consignments and 
by 11% when counted in tonne-kilometres.

H1.2021 growth of CT in Europe: +2,35%



4UIRR : a well embedded industry association



5New UIRR vision and mission: adapted by the General Assembly

Zero-carbon emission Combined Transport is the solution
for well performing longer distance surface freight logistics
in a carbon-neutral Europe

UIRR advances the development and actively promotes
competitive zero-carbon emission Combined Transport for
Europe



COMBINED TRANSPORT: THE ZERO-CARBON FUTURE

The road part: by battery-powered trucks charged
with renewably generated electricity

The transhipment: terminals offer direct entry

for electric line locomotives, and operate exclusively
electric transhipment technologies that use
renewably generated electricity

The Rail transport: electrically powered
from shunting and mainline traction using 

renewable electricity obtained directly
from local sources
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The facts 7

   
  

      

40-70% GREATER ENERGY
EFFICIENCY*

Comparing door-to-door combined transport 
with its best performing unimodal trucking

alternative

I.

60-90% SMALLER CARBON
FOOTPRINT*

Comparing door-to-door combined
transport with its best performing

unimodal trucking alternative

II.

                  

  
  

      

Zero-Carbon Combined Transport is 
feasible already in 2021* through 
directly using electricity from renewable 
sources such as solar powerplants, 
windmills and hydroelectric plants. Zero-
Carbon Combined Transport does not 
require scientific breakthroughs.

               

Present day Combined Transport:
55% CO2 reduction objective of the
EU can be fulfilled in freight
transport by shifting long-distance
trucks to intermodal freight trains
---based on a study by d-fine GmbH published in
November 2021

Zero-Carbon Combined Transport:
The cheapest, the most energy
efficient and the only proven,
industrial scale solution to fully
decarbonise inland freight
transportation in Europe
---based on a study by d-fine GmbH published in
May 2022



Ongoing and upcoming EU legislative inititives: several will impact Combined Transport 8

Ongoing and 
upcoming 

EU legislative 
initiatives

TEN-T 
Regulation

(infrastructure)

State Aid 
Guidlines

(block exemption)

CountEmissions
EU Regulation

(new)

Rail Freight 
Corridor 

Regulation 
(amendment)

Weights and 
Dimensions 

Directive 
(amendment)

CT Directive 
(amendment)

TEN-T Regulation: (in legislative phase)
- reinforced technical parameters: P400 loading gauge, 740m train 
length, 2000t gross weight 22,5t axle load, electrification;
- 5-minute punctuality threshold and 15-minute border crossing;
- socio-economic cost-benefit analysis to drive decisionmaking;
- terminal  modernisation through enhanced technical parameters

State aid guidelines: (expected in December 2022)
block-exemption for rail freight and Combined Transport

RFC Regulation: (expected in Spring 2023)
enhanced governance + deeper IM integration + increased traffic 
management role + improved transparency

Weights and Dimensions: (expected in Spring 2023)
- continued compatibility with intermodal transport upheld
- simplified 44-tonne GVW rules

CT Directive amendment: (expected in Spring 2023)
- guidelines for terminal investments + clear objectives
- temporary compensatory measures to enable the growth 
required of Combined Transport

CountEmissionsEU regulation: (expected in Spring 2023)
- standard European methodology for calculating transport 
externalities
- framework to monetise externalities 



CRISIS MANAGEMENT: Combined Transport under the ‘NEW REALITY’

Capacity issues:

TCRs caused by extensive works: long-neglected rail infrastructure development 
+++extra funding through the EU Recovery and Resilience Facility

 Status of Energy Trains: priority granted over all other trains (in Germany)

 Low water on European inland waterways: need to rely more on freight trains

 EU action-plan to boost passenger rail: with a focus on border-crossing trains and night trains

 Punctuality and reliability: down to historic lows

War issues:

Traction energy price:  up to 10-fold increase versus a 69% increase in the price of diesel

 Truck driver shortage: exacerbated by the war – also impacting CT road legs

9

A SOLUTION 

IS NEEDED 

TO UPHOLD 

THE GROWTH 

OF COMBINED 

TRANSPORT



SHORT-TERM INTERVENTION: UIRR’s solutions

 Capacity: creative compromises from PSO authorities and 
IMs [timetabling departments/train path designers] 
– more trains need to run and punctuality needs to be 
enhanced [rolling stock utilisation, terminals/turnaround] 

 TCRs caused by works: transform the RNE Handbook 
to cover “man-made TCRs”

 Traction energy price:  (1) make use of EU Energy Price 
Toolbox, (2) regulated traction electricity for rail freight

Truck driver shortage: (1) use more Combined 
Transport, (2) refrain from and/or reverse CTD Article 4 
suspension decisions

 State aid: (1) extended track access charge waiver, 
(2) state aid block exemption, 
(3) national promotion programmes
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THANK YOU 
For your attention
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